
Church Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Robert E. Walker, Jr. 
Organist: Connie Clarke 
Praise Team Leader: Tapiwa Chakanaka  
Office Administrator:  Rebecca Earle     
Custodian: Kathy Branson August  2024 

Mission Statement 
The mission of Sandy Mount 
UMC is to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the World. 

(Matthew 22:37-39;28:19-20) 

Sandy Mount United Methodist Church 
2101 Old Westminster Pike 
Finksburg, MD 21048 
Email: Sandymtumc@comcast.net  
Website: Sandymountumc.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/sandymountumc 

Church COVID Policy 
Masks are optional. Social distancing is still recommended.  
Masks, COVID test kits, and hand sanitizer are available for     
free in the narthex. 

August  
Worship Schedule 
 8/4 10am Combined Service  

8/4, 8/11, 8/18, 8/25 9am Outdoor  

Service with Doug Brooks 

8/4, 8/11, 8/18, 8/25 10am Summer  

Services 

August  2024 
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August 2024 
Tɥɢ Vɦɫɢ 

Annual Conference  Report 2024 

Theme: “like fire shut up in my bones.” 

This year’s annual conference had a different feel to it. It was not as heavy, bogged down 
with the heaviness and anticipation of tense debates over disaffiliation and the theological 
debate over the language in the discipline around the inclusion of LBGTQ members of the 
church in ordination and pastoral duties.  

As always there were classes for all to register to learn from. The workshops include.  

Gardens in the desert: how the adaptive church can lead to a whole new life: a vision 
for how we become god’s church now for god’s intended future.  

The speaker is senior pastor Rev. Michael beck at St. Paul UMC in Ocala, fl. He di-
rects fresh expressions initiatives for discipleship ministries, speaks and teaches at 
seminaries, churches, and conferences, and is the author of multiple books from Ab-
ingdon press. 

The second workshop was the art of neighboring: reimaging church in our literal 
neighborhoods.  

Leader: Cristin Cooper is the owner of Coop’s Soups and a licensed local pastor, fo-
cusing on fresh expressions, in the Baltimore Washington conference. She is also a 
successful fresh expressions practitioner, guides participants through a deep-
listening practice to reveal the places in our neighborhoods where neighbors could – 
with a little creativity and a genuine community partnership or two – encounter god’s 
grace and grow in deeper intimacy with god’s love.  

Becoming yourself: an introduction to positive intelligence 

Leader: Rev. Rod Miller is a positive intelligence coach and a long-time pastor and 
coach in the Baltimore Washington conference.  

Bless: five everyday ways to love your neighbor and change the world. 

Learn five practical practices you can use to bless and reach people outside the 
church and the faith. 

Leader: Rev. Bill Brown is the director of innovative evangelism for the Baltimore 
Washington conference.  

Connecting for change: introduction to missional action planning (map) 

Leader: Rev. Dr. Joseph W. Daniels, Jr. is lead pastor of Emory UMC in Washington 
dc and a map consultant for the Baltimore Washington and Peninsula-Delaware con-
ferences.  

How ‘truth or dare’ can lead to birthing a fresh expression 

Leaders: Raimon Jackson, creator of the well, is a spiritual entrepreneur and innova-
tive pioneer in the field of fresh expressions. Taeron Fleming, co-leader at the well, is 
a creative leader in ministry and fresh expressions with experience in pastoring 
cross-cultural ministries.  

Leaders are not born, they are grown. 

Leader: Jack Shitama is the director of the center for vital leadership for the Balti-
more Washington and Peninsula-Delaware conferences. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

  1 

7:00pm Praise 
Team Rehearsal  

2 3 

4 

9:00am Out-
door Service 
(w/Doug 
Brooks) 

10:00am Sum-
mer Service  
(Communion) 

 

5 6 7 

7:00pm The 
Chosen 

8 

7:00pm Praise 
Team Rehearsal  

9 

6:00pm Mes-
sage and Sing-
ing Country 
Acres Out-
reach 

10 

9:00am 

Breakfast 
with Guest 
Speaker 

11 

9:00am Out-
door Service 
(w/Doug 
Brooks) 

10:00am Sum-
mer Service  

12 13 

3:00pm Bin-
go Country 
Acres Out-
reach 

14 

7:00pm The 
Chosen 

15 

5:00pm Food 
Giveaway 

7:00pm Praise 
Team Rehearsal  

16 17 

18 

9:00am Out-
door Service 
(w/Doug 
Brooks) 

10:00am Sum-
mer Service  

19 20 

1:00pm Craft 
Country 
Acres Out-
reach 

21 

7:00pm The 
Chosen 

22 

7:00pm Praise 
Team Rehearsal  

23 24 

25 

9:00am Out-
door Service 
(w/Doug 
Brooks) 

10:00am Sum-
mer Service  

26 27 

 

28 

12:00pm Book 
Club 

7:00pm The 
Chosen 

29 

7:00pm Praise 
Team Rehearsal  

30 31 

  

Page 15 

Articles due for 
September Vɦɫɢ  

Y Chipmunks Summer Camp__________________________ 
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August Birthdays 

3 

Jim Fisher  

7 

Kim Hawkins 

8 

Katheryn DeGroff 

9 

Buddy Wheat  

Kathy Bailey 

 

11 

Belinda vonGunten 

 

12 

Christopher Vollmer-
hausen 

 

13 

Colby Taylor  

 

 

15 

Marge Rosso 

 

19 

Jennifer  Glass  

 

31 

Rick Barrick  

Thank you for all the love, prayers and cards everyone showed as we 
said goodbye to our precious daughter. We are blessed to have such a 

wonderful church family. 

Love, 

Tom & Marge 

I want to thank all of those people who stepped up to help with the 
Sandy Mount Retreat.  To name everyone is not possible as I will surely 

leave someone out. What I can say is there were many people who 
helped to make the retreat happen.  The event was awesome, and I 

feel certain those who attended left feeling linked by love! 

Scarlett    

Ted and the people of Sandy Mount,  

Thank you for making our moms celebration of life memorable and 
perfect. To the ladies (and gentlemen) of the kitchen, we cannot 

thank you enough for your preparation, kindness and professionalism. 
We felt our mom there that day, thanks to you. 

Love, 

The Ryan Brothers  
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Living well: a holistic approach to a balanced life 

Leaders: the living well team is a group of clergies from across the BWC/pen-del affiliation. 

The power of prayer in congregational transformation and outreach. 

Leader: Rev. Lillian C. Smith is the Pastor of Cheverly UMC, a congregational developer, and a 
person who has a desire for every person to embrace and live out their God-given call.  

The state of humanitarian immigration 

Leader: Sarah Selim Milad is the managing attorney of MD & DC, just neighbors and a graduate of 
the American University, Washington college of law. As an immigrant from Egypt, Sarah reso-
nates with the plight of immigrants fleeing persecution and feels privileged to serve them. 

Funding ministry through planned giving, endowments, and major gifts 

Leaders will be from the Mid-Atlantic foundation. 

A new retirement plan for clergy called compass was approved by the general conference. BWC 
restructures for discipleship 

BWC’s plan for restructuring took another step forward as members voted to move from eight (8) districts 
to six (6).  

The plan includes structure for increased missional impact and vitality.  

The plan goes beyond simply redistricting. There are three main components.  

Five to twelve local churches will be grouped in a collaborative hub in a shared, geographically based 
mission field. Each hub will have a designated connecting church, to facilitate collaborative work 
and vitality. 

A group of hubs will be organized in one of six non-geographic districts, based on the population den-
sity. This will create opportunities to network across perceived boundaries and learn from one an-
other in diverse, yet similar, contexts. 

The hubs and districts will be organized into two administrative regions, supported by a centralized 
administrative team. 

The grouping of hubs begins this June with information gathering. A list of hubs will be published in Janu-
ary 2025. Also, in January, the boundaries of the administrative regions will be announced. A list of 
churches in each district is expected to be published in March 2025. The annual conference will be held 
next year, in May 2025 and restructuring will become fully operational on July 1, 2025.  

GC2020 calls for regionalization. 

The postponed 2020 general conference was held in charlotte, N.C. the conference made head-
lines by removing restrictive language about LGBTIQ people from church law, adopting a new set 
of social principles, and approving a plan for regionalization.  

Regionalization will require a constitutional amendment. It must be voted on by every annual con-
ference and receive two-thirds of all votes cast by all annual conferences worldwide in aggregate 
to pass.  

If passed, it will restructure the denomination to be more contextual in different regions of the 
world served by the church. the current central conferences in Africa, the Philippines, Europe, 
and the us would become regional conferences with the same authority to pass legislation for 
greater missional impact. The BWC, like others, will not vote on  regionalization until the 2025 an-
nual conference session. Two additional amendments to the denomination’s constitution will also 
be considered next year. 

To welcome people into  church membership regardless of gender or ability,  
And strengthen the denomination's stance against racism and colonialism. 



We serve the residents by leading craft activities, organizing bingo 
games, and offering a monthly worship service with singing and a 
message. Our ministry dates are noted on the calendar in this 
newsletter. 

If you have any questions, contact Audrey Boyle at 240-593-6462. 

Please mark your calendar and invite your friends and neighbors!  

Please remember that we are always looking for 
donation's for our food pantry. It is important that 
we can keep the food pantry stocked to help 
those in need in our community.  We accept non 
perishable foods. The drop off area is in the clos-
et across from the church office, or donations can 
be put directly in the food pantry. If you have any 
questions, please contact the Office Administra-
tor.  

 

If you have any shoes or clothing items to 
donate, please drop them in the large bin 
located in our church parking lot. The bin 
is emptied monthly by the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society. Because of our effort to help 
their program, they donate $75 each 
month to SMUMC.  
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SANDY MOUNT UMC - CHURCH DIRECTORY INFO 
Please note that Sandy Mount has TWO directory resources: 
 

The 2019 Printed Directory (free to all those who were photographed for it, and available 
for $5 to anyone else – see Kara Urban to get one).  This printed directory is only current 
as of the date of publication. 

 
The Online Instant Church Directory (see Access Directions below) This is the MOST up-to-

date information as it is maintained by us.  If you have changes to your contact info, or 
wish to provide a new picture, you can send the information directly to the Directory Ad-
ministrator, Kara Urban (kdurban@comcast.net), or provide it to the church secretary 
who will pass it along.  Updates to this online directory are immediate. 
 
If you are relying on the 2019 printed directory, we strongly advise that you check it 
against the Instant Church Directory prior to doing any mailings. 

________________________________________________________________ 
 
Instant Church Directory – ACCESS DIRECTIONS 
 
1. Via Computer  - through your browser, go to Members.InstantChurchDirectory.com - for 
your initial visit, click on the words “create a login now” and follow the directions.  Note:  the 
email address that you use, must be one that you have provided to us for publication in the di-
rectory – this is how you are verified as an authorized user.  If the email address doesn’t match, 
no verification link will be sent. - after you click “request login”, you will receive an email con-
firmation with a link to click on which will bring you back to the website. - enter your email ad-
dress and a password that you create, and click “sign in” - for future visits, just sign in using this 
same password. 
2. Via Mobile App - If you have a smartphone, ipad, Kindle Fire, etc.  you can view the directo-
ry through the mobile device.  - Under your “applications” icon, search for “Instant Church Di-
rectory”.  - Download the app – it’s free.  - You will then be prompted for your email address 
(which, as specified above, must be one that you have given us to list in the directory – this is 
how the directory remains secure so that only church members can access it).  - You will receive 
an email containing an auto-generated password. - Return to the mobile app and enter this pass-
word. - The directory will now be an icon on your device and will automatically update whenev-
er changes are made by the administrator.  Note:  If you “sign out”, you will have to go through 
this process again.  You can close the icon without “signing out” though. 

Faith, Hope and Recovery:  

A Conference on Substance Use and What We Can Do Together 
will be held on Friday, September 27th, from 8:30-3:30 at Crossroads Church in Westminster.  

This day is being presented by The Prevention and Recovery Think Tank and Crossroads Church. 
We have an amazing agenda of speakers from many walks of life and we look forward to bring-

ing this to you. 

Please use the attached flyer to invite others in your organization who are interested in learning 
more about addiction and how to be the hands and feet of Jesus in dealing with this disease 
which affects so many in our communities.  

We ask you to register for this event. There is a QR code on the flyer, or you can use this link: 

https://crossroads140.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/1304/responses/new 

If you have questions or for more information, you can contact me at: 

mgibbs@crossroads140.com 

 

Please join us to watch the acclaimed series of  

“The Chosen”  

Wednesday’s August 7, 14, 21, 28 at 7:00pm.  

Feel free to bring your beach chairs if you’d like a more 
comfortable seat.  

There will be light refreshments provided.  

For more information please reach out to Audrey Boyle. 
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Altar Flowers 
Rebecca Earle will be handling the orders for The Cutting Garden each month. 
She will be calling the last week of each month concerning what is needed for 
the new month. 

August 26th—for the month of September 

September 23rd—for the month of October  

October 28th –for the month of November 

November 25th—for the month of December 

Please keep these deadlines in mind and know that the order cannot be 
changed once Cutting Garden has been contacted. 

The price is still $50 for 2 vases, the procedure for dedication is the same. 

We need a person to help Rebecca if we are to have a poinsettia tree. This 
process begins in late September. 

I have enjoyed serving in this capacity for a good many years. It is time for a 
change. 😊 Connie 

Payment Policy: Please put your check in the offering but label it altar flowers 
along with your envelope number, if you have one, to help the counters chan-
nel the money to the correct account. 

Flower Dedication: Please let Rebecca know the Monday before the flowers are 
given. Complete the dedication form and place it in the secretary mail box or 
you can call the office.   

August Flowers:      September Flowers: 

4th Scarlett  Fisher     1st  Kara Urban 

11th Tina Von Gunten    8th  Still need 

18th Connie & Russ Clark    15th  Tina Von Gunten 

25th Still needed     22nd  McDonough 

       29th  Stacey Esgar 

When taking your flowers please leave the sleeves for the next week and use a 
plastic bag to transfer your flowers home. Care should be taken so that the al-
tar cloths do not get drip marks on them. Please remove the sleeves and carry 
them to the back of the sanctuary before placing the flowers in your bag. Emp-
ty the water in the vases on the parking lot then return the sleeves to the vas-
es on the altar. TIP: Large zip-lock bags work really well. Thank you. 
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Worship, Sunday School, and In-between Café for Fall 
2024  

10 am First Sunday of each month--Combined Service 
with Communion/After Hour Café with Casa de Bendi-
cion immediately following the service. 

September 1, October 6, November 3, and December 1.   

All other Sunday’s –2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th Sunday’s of the 
month consult your calendar or the calendar in the VINE. 

8:45-10 Praise Worship**new time** 
10-10:45 Children’s Sunday School 
10-11 In-between Café 
10:20-10:55 traditional prep for organ and choir 
11-12 Traditional Worship 

Chancel Choir will sing on the fourth Sundays for the fall season at the 11 
am service. Our Praise team will continue to lead the 8:45 service. Both 
groups serve joyfully and with gratitude for how God works in their lives. 

September 19, 2024 4-5:30pm in the sanctuary.  

Event: Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Needed: A heart to sing for God’s glory. 

Requirements: We will sing the fourth Sunday of each month at 11 
am service October-May.  

Please consider lending your voice for the Glory of our Lord. Addi-
tional information contact: Connie Clarke 410-861-8774  

  



Fellowship Breakfast 

Saturday, August 10, 9AM 

Sandy Mount UMC Fellowship Hall 

Have you ever wondered about Hospice Care, 
what it’s all about, does insurance pay for it, who 
is eligible?  Here is your opportunity to find out. 

Joining us on this day will be: 

Brenda Pennington 

Bridging Life Hospice 

The mission of Bridging Life Hospice is to improve 
the quality of life for patients needing end-of-life 
care, allowing them to live as fully and comforta-
bly as possible by providing quality care, pain and 
symptom management, and support for their fam-
ilies. 

Brenda will be telling us about all the wonderful 
methods of care they provide for the patient and 
for the family.  Did you know they have a grief 
camp for children ages 7-18 at Camp Hashawa, 
and it’s FREE! 

You are encouraged to attend the breakfast, bring 
your questions, bring a friend, enjoy the fellow-
ship, and learn about hospice care. 
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Point Them in Our Direction 
 

You asked and we listened!  The Administrative Council is an-
nouncing the establishment of: 

a Fund Raiser for a New Sign 

For some time there has been a desire to replace our present 
sign with a more modern version.  Our present sign is beginning 
to deteriorate, and rather than pay for repairs the council has 
voted to begin the process of replacing it.   

The type of sign we are hoping to obtain is one that lights up at 
night and has room for several lines of text.  Additionally, text 
can stand still or scroll, and there will be color and letter 
styles.     

It is our hope that a sign of this type will help to advertise our 
events open to the public and increase our attendance. Traffic 
to Sandy Mount School, Sandy Mount Park and the Finksburg Li-
brary passes our church.  Let’s point them in our direction! 

Signs of this type cost between $15,000 and $20,000.  We have 
received one very nice donation to start us off.  The Fund Rais-
er will begin on Sunday, August 4th and TED WILSON WILL 
MATCH EVERY DONATION Until September 1st.   
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Report on Sandy Mount Retreat and Survey 
 

 The retreat was moved from Emory Grove to Sandy Mount UMC at the last 
minute because of the intense heat.  Twenty-seven people attended and together 
we fellowshipped, played, ate, discussed the goals of our church, and worshipped 
our God. 

 There have been comments about surveys taken in our church with results 
never being shared with the congregation.  We want to share our results with you 
and hope you will find them meaningful. 

 We received very few replies to our request for you to share your ideas for 
our church.  However, most of the ideas were similar, which enabled us to divide 
them into five categories.  The attendees were divided into five groups, given a 
category, and asked to come up with an idea that could be put into action.   The 
results follow: 

Christian Education: Weekly Bible Study beginning with Book of Ruth.  
Sundays 3-4:30 and Tuesdays 11-12:30. Beginning 
September 8th.  Lead:  Pastor Walker 

Activities: Quarterly events:  Fellowship Breakfast planned 
for August10 and October 19.  Lead:  Audrey 
Boyle 

Advertising & Communication: Electronic Sign- this is something that has been 
on the want list for some time and is on the way 
to becoming a reality. The cost will be between 
$15,000 and $20,000.  We have received a gen-
erous donation for the sign, and Ted Wilson has 
stated he will match every donation made for 
the sign. 

Worship Service: Monthly Pot-Luck dinner with some type of wor-
ship element.  Beginning in September on 
Wednesdays at 6pm. Lead: Sally Wilson 

Reaching Out: End of summer event to include House of Bless-
ings, Chipmunks and invite community.  No one 
volunteered to lead an event of this type. 

Homebound Members: This idea was not among the original ideas.  
Connie Clarke brought it to the group from the 
floor.  We need to pay more attention to our 
members who are no longer able to attend 
church because they are in care homes or home-
bound.  The group unanimously agreed that this 
needs our attention and Katie McDonough 
stepped forward to take the lead. 

Retreat Committee:  Kara Urban, Janet Mathias, Debbie Meekins, Scarlett Fisher 


