
Church Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Robert T. Wellman 
Organist/Choir Director: Connie Clarke 
Praise Team Leader: Tapiwa Chakanaka 
Office Administrator: Rebecca Earle                     
 

December 2025 

Mission Statement 
The mission of Sandy Mount 
UMC is to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the World. 

(Matthew 22:37-39;28:19-20) 

Sandy Mount United Methodist Church 
2101 Old Westminster Pike 
Finksburg, MD 21048 
Email: Sandymtumc@comcast.net  
Website: Sandymountumc.com 

December 
Worship Schedule 

 

12/7 10:00am Communion Service  

12/14, 12/21, 12/28 10:00am Service 

Christmas Eve Services 

12/24 6:00pm Contemporary Service 

           9:00pm Traditional Service 

Christmas Day Service 

12/25 9:00am Service  

December 2025 
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Message from Pastor Bob Wellman 
The season of Advent offers time and space for all of us to prepare 
for the coming of Jesus Christ at Christmas through reflecting on the 
story of salvation. Advent begins the Christian liturgical year by not 
only recounting the birth of Christ but also Jesus Christ’s second 
coming. In Jesus Christ, through the Holy Spirit, God demonstrates 
God’s love for all creation. Jesus is often referred to as Emmanuel, 
meaning “God is with us” (Matthew 1:23). Through Mary’s willing-
ness to carry and care for Jesus, God enters creation, at the same 
time being fully human and fully divine. Jesus’ birth, life, death, and 
resurrection embody God’s unfathomable love for all creation. Ad-
vent invites the world to anticipate and receive God’s amazing love 
in Jesus Christ.  
In the four weeks of Advent, we will journey a path together as we 
anticipate Jesus Christ’s coming as we reflect on biblical texts, Wes-
leyan themes, and Christian practices. By pondering God’s good-
ness through the Christmas narrative, we are invited to reflect on 
and participate in Christian practices, or good works, in response to 
God’s goodness. And as we will discover, these same practices re-
semble those encouraged by disciples throughout Christian tradition 
as well as by the founder of the early Methodist movement, John 
Wesley.  
Wesley’s emphasis on practices of piety and mercy – or good works 
– drew from the larger Christian tradition. Such practices are also re-
ferred to as means of grace. So it will be as we journey through the 
four weeks of Advent, that we will reflect on biblical passages in light 
of an aspect of Wesleyan means of grace. Our journey will proceed 
as follows:  

November 30, 2025 – Great Expectations...Waiting  
December 7, 2025 – Speaking the Truth in Love  
December 14, 2025 –Mary's Hope  
December 21, 2025 –Welcoming the Divine  
December 28, 2025– A Service of Lessons and Carols  

My prayer is that you all will join us on this journey. May God bless 
you this Advent and Christmas season.  
Blessings,  
Pastor Bob  
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

1 2 3 

11:00am— Bible 
Study 

7:00pm-Wednesday 
Nights at the Church 

4 

1:00pm-Craft 
Country Acres 
Outreach 

4:00pm–Chancel 
Choir 

5 6 

7 

9:00am-Sunday 
School 

10:00am—
Communion Ser-
vice 

5:30pm– Christ-
mas potluck sing
-along 

8 

 

9 

 

10 

11:00am— Bible 
Study 

7:00pm-Wednesday 
Nights at the Church 

11 

4:00pm–Chancel 
Choir 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

9:00am-Sunday 
School 

10:00am—
Service 

 

15 

 

16 

 

17 

11:00am— Bible 
Study 

3:00pm– Bingo Coun-
try Acres Outreach 

7:00pm-Wednesday 
Nights at the Church 

 

18 

4:00pm–Chancel 
Choir 

5:00pm-Food 
Giveaway 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

9:00am-Sunday 
School 

10:00am—
Service 

 

22 

 

23 

6:00pm- Mes-
sage & Sing-
ing Country 
Acres Out-
reach 

24 

Christmas Eve 

Contemporary Ser-
vice 6:00pm 

Traditional Service 
9:00pm 

25 

Christmas Day 

Service 9:00am 

(Office Closed) 

26 

 

27 

28 

9:00am-Sunday 
School 

10:00am—
Service (Lesson 
& Carol) 

29 

 

30 

12:00pm–Book 
Club 

21 

New Year’s Eve 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Articles 
due for 
January 

Vine  

Last Day 
for 

January  
Altar 

Flowers 
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2 

Bruce Wahlgren 

Zach Pittinger 

Andrea Henderson 

6 

Sara Davidson 

10 

Robert Alexander 

December Birthdays 

12 

Audrey Boyle 

Hannah Schaeffer 

Tracy Tiahrt 

14 

Theodore Young 

15 

Ronald Markline 

Stuart Friedrich 

16 

Bev Kuchera 

18 

Justin Hawkins 

19 

Nick McDonough 

21 

Shannon McDonough 

24 

Denise Reske 

31 

Rick Kuchera 

 

Romans 15:13 
13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust in him, so that you 
may overflow with hope by the power of 
the Holy Spirit.  
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Protecting the youth and vulnerable adults that we serve in all of our programs, 
including our Outreaching Missions, is of utmost importance here at Sandy 
Mount UMC.  Therefore, we are required to ask that all volunteers complete 
Abuse Awareness Training annually and submit to a bi-annual background 
check through the MinistrySafe website (www.safetysystem/ministrysafe.com.)  

Please send your email address to Katie McDonough, Trustee Chair, at 
jkmcdonough@aol.com or text to (410) 404-3217 for your initial access if you 
would like to volunteer at any event or program here at SMUMC.  Renewals 
requests will be sent to you each year.  Thank you so much for your willing-
ness to serve! 

Christmas Eve December 24 

Contemporary Family Service (Live) at 6:00pm 

Traditional Service at 9:00pm 

 

Christmas Day Service December 25 at 9:00am 

December 7 at 5:30pm 

Sign up sheet is on the bulletin in the hall. Please sign 
up for this wonderful event. Lets celebrate the season 
with your church! 

http://www.safetysystem/ministrysafe.com
mailto:jkmcdonough@aol.com
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Please know that we are in NEED of donation's 

for our food pantry. It is important that we 

keep the food pantry stocked to help those in 

need in our community. We accept non perish-

able foods. The drop off area is in the closet 

across from the church office, or donations 

can be put directly in the food pantry. You can 

also make a monetary donation that can be 

placed in our offering. If you have any ques-

tions, please contact the Office Administrator.  

We serve the residents by leading craft activities, organizing bingo 
games, and offering a monthly worship service with singing and a 

message. Our ministry dates are noted on the calendar in this 
newsletter. 

If you have any questions, contact Audrey Boyle at 240-593-6462. 

Please mark your calendar and invite your friends and neighbors!  

 

If you have any shoes or clothing items 

to donate, please drop them in the large 
bin located in our church parking lot. 

The bin is emptied monthly by the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society. Because of our 
effort to help their program, they do-

nate $50 each month to SMUMC.  
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As the holiday season rapidly approaches, we are all reminded 
that it is better to give than receive.  Sandy Mount UM Church 
supports many charities locally, nationally, and globally.  The 
church needs your financial support to continue to give to 
these charities and to meet our expenses.  This year the Fi-
nance Committee will be placing special Christmas envelopes 
in the bulletins on December 14th and December 21st.  We ask 
everyone to please make a dona-
tion, using the special envelopes, 
so we may continue to function 
as a giving and loving church.  On 
behalf of the Finance Committee, 
Merry Christmas. 
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mailto:Mcrull@westminsterrescuemission.org
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Altar Flowers   $50 for 2 vases 

Payment Policy: Please put your check along with a note stating the date you are dedicating 
flowers for the altar. This will clarify where the money is to be credited for the counters.   

Flower Dedication: Please let Rebecca know the Monday before the flowers are given. 
Please leave the dedication form in the Secretary mailbox, email or call.  

December 22 is the last day to sign up for January Dedication. 

December                      January                     February          

7th—Steve Boyer                   4th— Still Needed            1st—Still Needed 

14th—Millers                         11th— Still Needed           8th—Still Needed 

21st—Hinkle, Lanny, Patty    18th— Still Needed           15th—Still Needed 

28th—McDonough                  25th— Still Needed           22nd—Still Needed 

 

When taking your flowers please leave the sleeves for the next week and use a plastic bag to transfer 
your flowers home. Care should be taken so that the altar cloths do not get drip marks on them. 
Please remove the sleeves and carry them to the back of the sanctuary before placing the flowers in 
your bag. Empty the water in the vases on the parking lot then return the sleeves to the vases on the 
altar. TIP: Large zip-lock bags work really well. Thank you. 
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December 3 - 7:00pm 

“Defending Your Life” 
 

December 10 - 7:00pm 

“Christmas with the Kranks” 
 

December 17 - 7:00pm 

“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” 
 

There will NOT be a movie night on  

December 24 or December 31 
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We have brought back Sunday School! We are offering an adult class 
and a children’s class. Anyone can join! Sunday School is 9:00am be-
fore service.  

Adult Class– will be with Doug Brooks or Pastor Wellman 

Children’s Class– will be with Mark Young 

If you are interest please reach 
out to the church office. 
(410)861-5788 

We will be offering an Advent Bible Study based on the book “Because of 
Bethlehem, Love is Born, Hope is Here” by Max Lucado.  

A synopsis of the book states: An incredible gift can arrive in an unremarkable 
package. That’s what happened at Christmas! Lucado helps you rekindle your 
connection to Christ’s last hope; lay down your to-do list and receive what 
Jesus did; and heal your heartache by embracing the God who’s always near 
you, for you, and in you.  

Held on Wednesday’s at 11:00am 
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Everstand (formerly the Board of Child Care) is a comprehensive, multi-faceted regional ministry that seeks 
to bring healing and wholeness to children and families. While its name changed in 2024, it continues to be 
a beacon of hope. Each year, Everstand turns to its United Methodist roots, inviting partners in ministry like 
you to help ensure that every child in its care can experience the joy and wonder of Christmas. 

 

In 1874, Thomas Kelso, at age 93, founded the Kelso Home for Girls in Baltimore, creating an orphanage 
that became the foundation for what is now the Everstand campus in Randallstown. In 1954, Methodists be-
gan the Red Stocking campaign, empowering Methodist children to collect dimes for the orphans. That first 
year, 60,000 stockings were gathered across Maryland. 

 

Today, Everstand walks alongside youth and families facing tremendously difficult circumstances. Many chil-
dren and teens have endured emotional, physical, and psychological trauma and carry deep wounds of 
abandonment and loss. Everstand’s mission is to surround them with safety, compassion, and support so 
that they may experience joy, connection, and a sense of belonging, especially during the holiday season. 

 

Each young person at Everstand thoughtfully creates a holiday wish list, totaling approximately $150. When 
you sponsor a wish list, your monetary contribution allows staff to purchase exactly what a child has re-
quested, giving them a tangible reminder that they are seen, valued, and loved. It also gives the gift of au-
tonomy, an intangible that is often absent from the lives of the vulnerable. 

 

In order to fulfill these wishes, monetary gifts are needed by Friday, December 5. You may give online by 
visiting everstand.org/christmas and following the instructions for the Christmas Gift Sponsorship program, 
or by mailing checks to: 

 

Everstand 

Attn: Development Office 

3300 Gaither Road 

Baltimore, MD 21244 

 

Please write “Christmas Drive” on the memo line so that your gift is properly credited. Details on additional 
ways you can give are available at everstand.org/christmas. 

 

This Christmas, you have the opportunity to give the gift of belonging, wholeness, and hope. On behalf of 
the children, youth, and families whose lives will be brightened by your generosity, thank you for giving as 
you are able and for standing with Everstand in this vital ministry. 

 

Blessings and peace,  

Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling 

Baltimore-Washington and Peninsula-Delaware Episcopal Area 

The United Methodist Church  
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https://uaaejppab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uslTbXZFQeyQ-UktQf3Ja2VqV7COsO8_ggPW4gUnu-RllxsA2uMymzRyu7vvi2vgcTU5-4XQ_n-nT_mLJ89FDeSsPNGGbeqg_byRpPbCj-cFBNPsFOTVY04R-ibrbL7PCdfO6ri2Uizts7LA-vi7qpJ-NUDC-yeXwvkJe0oCin3v6bzw4gMDyA==&c=PZHKNf05ilQ08Vr1gW7H_so3tjb6Yyb
https://uaaejppab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uslTbXZFQeyQ-UktQf3Ja2VqV7COsO8_ggPW4gUnu-RllxsA2uMymzRyu7vvi2vgcTU5-4XQ_n-nT_mLJ89FDeSsPNGGbeqg_byRpPbCj-cFBNPsFOTVY04R-ibrbL7PCdfO6ri2Uizts7LA-vi7qpJ-NUDC-yeXDJQoKUxjUPThQO0-HSdCNQ==&c=PZHKNf05ilQ08Vr1gW7H_so3tjb6Yyb


Wreaths Across America 

Saturday, December 13th at 12:00 noon 

Sandy Mount Cemetery 

Everyone from Sandy Mount is invited to attend the dedication 
ceremony and wreath laying to honor the 88 veterans buried at 
Sandymount Cemetery. Those attending the dedication ceremony 
are urged to help lay the wreaths on the veteran’s gravesites. 
Any veterans wishing to participate in the ceremony, please con-
tact Tom Poe at 443-881-4599. 

Everybody can purchase a wreath to honor a veteran. Please use 
the order form included and mail to Babylon Vault, our country 
wide sponsor. The cost for each wreath is $17.00, please order 
more than one. Your contribution is 100% tax deductible.  

Join Us to Honor Our Veterans 

Click the link below to access the order form. There will 
also be paper order forms in the back of the sanctuary 

 Wreaths Across America Order Form 
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file:///C:/Users/Sandymount UMC/OneDrive/Documents/Current/VINE/Vine 2025/September Vine/Wreath order form 2025.pdf

