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December
Worship Schedule

12/7 10:00am Communion Service
12/14,12/21, 12/28 10:00am Service
Christmas Eve Services
12/24 6:00pm Contemporary Service
9:00pm Traditional Service

Christmas Day Service
12/25 9:00am Service
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Inside this
issue:

December 2025
Message from Pastor Bob Wellman

The season of Advent offers time and space for all of us to prepare
for the coming of Jesus Christ at Christmas through reflecting on the
story of salvation. Advent begins the Christian liturgical year by not
only recounting the birth of Christ but also Jesus Christ’s second
coming. In Jesus Christ, through the Holy Spirit, God demonstrates
God’s love for all creation. Jesus is often referred to as Emmanuel,
meaning “God is with us” (Matthew 1:23). Through Mary’s willing-
ness to carry and care for Jesus, God enters creation, at the same
time being fully human and fully divine. Jesus’ birth, life, death, and
resurrection embody God’s unfathomable love for all creation. Ad-
vent invites the world to anticipate and receive God’s amazing love
in Jesus Christ.

In the four weeks of Advent, we will journey a path together as we
anticipate Jesus Christ’'s coming as we reflect on biblical texts, Wes-
leyan themes, and Christian practices. By pondering God’s good-
ness through the Christmas narrative, we are invited to reflect on
and participate in Christian practices, or good works, in response to
God’s goodness. And as we will discover, these same practices re-
semble those encouraged by disciples throughout Christian tradition
as well as by the founder of the early Methodist movement, John
Wesley.

Wesley’s emphasis on practices of piety and mercy — or good works
— drew from the larger Christian tradition. Such practices are also re-
ferred to as means of grace. So it will be as we journey through the
four weeks of Advent, that we will reflect on biblical passages in light
of an aspect of Wesleyan means of grace. Our journey will proceed
as follows:

November 30, 2025 — Great Expectations...Waiting
December 7, 2025 — Speaking the Truth in Love
December 14, 2025 —Mary's Hope

December 21, 2025 —Welcoming the Divine
December 28, 2025— A Service of Lessons and Carols

My prayer is that you all will join us on this journey. May God bless
you this Advent and Christmas season.

Blessings,
Pastor Bob
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Saturday

2 3 4 5 6
11:00am— Bible 1:00pm-Craft
Study Country Acres
7:00pm-Wednesday Outreach
Nights at the Church |4:00pm-Chancel
Choir
9 10 11 12 13
9:00am-Sunday 11:00am— Bible 4:00pm-Chancel
School Study Choir
10:00am— 7:00pm-Wednesday
Communion Ser- Nights at the Church
vice
5:30pm- Christ-
mas potluck sing
-along
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
9:00am-Sunday 11:00am— Bible 4:00pm-Chancel
School Study Choir
10:00am— 3:00pm- Bingo Coun- | 5:00pm-Food Articles
Service try Acres Outreach Giveaway due for
7:00pm-Wednesday January
Nights at the Church VINE
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
9:00am-Sunday 6:00pm- Mes- | Christmas Eve Christmas Day
h ing-
School ?ﬁg’%gui]&g/ Contemporary Ser- Service 9:00am
10:00am— vice 6:00pm .
Service Acres Out- (Office Closed)
reach Traditional Service
9:00pm
28 29 30

9:00am-Sunday
School

10:00am—
Service (Lesson
& Carol)

12:00pm-Book
Club

New Year’s Eve
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Romans 15:13

> May the God of hope fill you with all joy
and peace as you trust in him, so that you
may overflow with hope by the power of
the Holy Spirit.

e T ———

Audrey Boyle

Rick Kuchera
Bev Kuchera

|

|

2 Justin Hawkins I

Hannah Schaeffer 19 I

Bruce Wahlgren Tracy Tiahrt | :

Zach Pittinger 14 Nick McDonough :

21

Andrea Henderson Theodore Young I

6 .5 Shannon McDonough |

i 24 |

Sara Davidson Ronald Markline . I
10 Denise Reske

Stuart Friedrich |

Robert Alexander 16 31 I

|

|
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Extra Announcements
Chnstmas Potluck Sing Along'

December 7 at 5:30pm

Sign up sheet is on the bulletin in the hall. Please sign
up for this wonderful event. Lets celebrate the season
with your church!

A 4

A

Chnstmas Services

Christmas Eve December 24 ﬁ
Contemporary Family Service (Live) at 6:00pm
Traditional Service at 9:00pm

Christmas Day Service December 25 at 9:00am

Volunteering Reminder

Protecting the youth and vulnerable adults that we serve in all of our programs,

including our Outreaching Missions, is of utmost importance here at Sandy
Mount UMC. Therefore, we are required to ask that all volunteers complete
Abuse Awareness Training annually and submit to a bi-annual background
check through the MinistrySafe website (www.safetysystem/ministrysafe.com.)

Please send your email address to Katie McDonough, Trustee Chair, at
jkmcdonough@aol.com or text to (410) 404-3217 for your initial access if you
would like to volunteer at any event or program here at SMUMC. Renewals
requests will be sent to you each year. Thank you so much for your willing-
ness to serve!



http://www.safetysystem/ministrysafe.com
mailto:jkmcdonough@aol.com
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% Christmas Giving %

i 0
QE H "‘? : EE E WHDU As the holiday season rapidly approaches, we are all reminded
that it is better to give than receive. Sandy Mount UM Church
supports many charities locally, nationally, and globally. The
FOOd Pantry church needs your financial support to continue to give to
. o these charities and to meet our expenses. This year the Fi-
g Please know that we are in NEED of donation's nance Committee will be placing special Christmas envelopes
. for our food pantry. It is important that we in the bulletins on December 14" and December 21*. We ask

5

keep the food pantry stocked to help those in everyone to pl_ease make a dona- .
need in our community. We accept non perish- tion, using the special envelopes, Chrlstmas Offermg
able foods. The drop off area is in the closet so we may continue to function
across from the church office, or donations as a giving and loving church. On ; J

can be put directly in the food pantry. You can behalf of .the Finance Committee,
Merry Christmas. |

...........

also make a monetary donation that can be
* placed in our offering. If you have any ques-

Country Acres Outreach || Vine ACt'V'ty ||

Thanks be s(.!fi pkwgﬁ

We serve the residents by leading craft activities, organizing bingo
games, and offering a monthly worship service with singing and a
message. Our ministry dates are noted on the calendar in this
newsletter.

4 6

If you have any questions, contact Audrey Boyle at 240-593-6462.

Please mark your calendar and invite your friends and neighbors!

Clothing & Shoes Donatlons

If you have any shoes or clothing items
to donate, please drop them in the large
bin located in our church parking lot.
The bin is emptied monthly by the St.
Vincent de Paul Society. Because of our
effort to help their program, they do-
nate $50 each month to SMUMC.

N O O N DA W
N | N O
w
O
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FOOD "eeel
GIVEAWAY s
e Finksburg

We will be providing meat, dry and canned goods, and more!

When:

3rd Thursday each month from 5-6pm.

Where:

Sandy Mount United Methodist Church:
2101 Old Westminster Pike, Finksburg.

Note:

Distribution is run in a client
choice format. Please park in the
parking lot, line up for check in.
You will then walk through to se-
lect foods.

loading items into your vehicles.

Please bring reusable shopping

bags if you have them. Bags will al-

so be provided on site. ‘

Volunteers will be present to assist ‘ ’ '

In case of inclement weather, we
will resume a drive-thru format.

For more information call or text 443.547.8055 or email
Mcrull®@westminsterrescuemission.org.



mailto:Mcrull@westminsterrescuemission.org
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Altar Flowers $50 for 2 vases

Payment Policy: Please put your check along with a note stating the date you are dedicating
flowers for the altar. This will clarify where the money is to be credited for the counters.

Flower Dedication: Please let Rebecca know the Monday before the flowers are given.
Please leave the dedication form in the Secretary mailbox, email or call.

December 22 is the last day to sign up for January Dedication.
January February
7th—Steve Boyer 4th— Still Needed 1st—Still Needed
14th—Millers 11th— Still Needed 8th—Still Needed
21st—Hinkle, Lanny, Patty 18th— Still Needed 15th—Still Needed
28th—McDonough 25th— Still Needed 22nd-Still Needed

December

When taking your flowers please leave the sleeves for the next week and use a plastic bag to transfer
your flowers home. Care should be taken so that the altar cloths do not get drip marks on them.
Please remove the sleeves and carry them to the back of the sanctuary before placing the flowers in

our bag. Empty the water in the vases on the parking lot then return the sleeves to the vases on the
altar. TIP Large zip-lock bags work really well. Thank you.

T ST S e = =
')@@K c> UJb) Upcoming Meetings

December 30 fz}
Please Join us here at

"How to Read a Book"

SMUMC for Book Club! . |
We are always looking by Monica Wood

for new members. We &
meet the 4th

Wednesday of each
month at noon. Feel
free to bring your lunch
and chat about the book.

| January 28
£ n Jam esll
by Percival Everett
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DEER PARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
2205 Sykesville Road, Westminster MD 21157

410-848-2313 *** www dpuemconet

Saturday, December 6, 2025
100 AM—2:00 PM

Breakfast: 7:00 AN — 9:00 AM
Lunch Counter: 11:00 AN — 2:00 PM

o & i 3 ok ok i

Wide Array of VENDORS & CRAFTERS

And more greot borgoins ot our...
Bake Table, “Nearly New” Room, Book Nook,

Chrstmas Craft Room & Silent Aucton
o ir i i o ok o

LELS S
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N Rebecca know if you want to purchase a *

-~

K- It's that time of year and we once again
| t\\\ = will be offeri

Service. Cards are
due by Sunday, December 14th,

and can be placed in the collection box
located in the Narthex. They will be sort-
ed and ready for pickup on Christmas
Eve.

For your convenience we do have ad-
dress labels available for purchase ($5 a
set, payable to SMUMC) However, to
avoid waste we are asking that you let

set before they are printed. She can be
reached at the church office.

410-861-5788
sandymtumc@comcast.net.

| will have the printed sets requested to =
hand out at church Sunday.

Any questions let me know.

ing a Sandy Mount Post Office”_

£ /"'f'.. ﬁ
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December 3 - 7:00pm
“Defending Your Life”

December 10 - 7:00pm
“Christmas with the Kranks”

December 17 - 7:00pm
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”

&1 There will NOT be a movie night on
December 24 or December 31
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This year was challenging to say the least. Between Ted Wilson being side-lined

by surgery, and so many of my faithful team members hobbling around on injured

We have brought back Sunday School! We are offering an adult class backs, feet, and knees; at times | wasn’t sure we could pull it off. But as always, our

and a children’s class. Anyone can join! Sunday School is 9:00am be- church family rallied around and made it happen. T am especially thankful to all those
fore service. who helped fill the huge void left with Ted being out ot commission. We knew he did a

. . lot, but now we know he does WAY more than A LOT! Even recovering from
Adult Class- will be with DOUg Brooks or Pastor Wellman surgery, he was still at the church making sure the logistics were all in place. HUGE

Children’s Class- will be with Mark Young thanks to t_he Chipmunk teachers, who moved a lot of their furniture for us, to ensure
that Ted didn’t try to do it. We gave thought to this being our last year, but the

If you are interest please reac . consensus was that everyone wanted to keep going. Our Bazaar has a very good
out to the church office. _ -« 3 reputation in the community, and I think we would be missed. So . . . I beg you all to
(410)861-5788 o .54 . o  stay healthy and injury-free because we're gonna need your help again in 2026.

' \ 1 We did not do quite as well as we have in previous years, but I think that is just

too. There’s always final tweaking to do as miscellaneous expenses roll in, but to date
we have grossed almost $13,600. It's looking like our net will be about $11,500, which
means we will tithe a little over $1,000 to Clearfield Bible Church to help with their
rebuilding. All things considered, I'm pleased with how we did.

Please give some thought to how you might become more involved in the 2

Bazaar. We are facing the loss of one of our most treasured team members. As [ write
this I can’t help but be consumed with the thought of the huge void that she will leave.
I speak of course, of our dearly loved Janet Mathias. She was unable to attend this

MAX LUCADO

year’s bazaar but, have no doubt that her hand was in it as it has been for all the year’s
7 B that I've been in charge. Her beautiful Christmas trees were fast sellers as always, and
. for the first time ever, we sold out of scrubbies — Janet must have made thousands of
them over the years. Up until this year, she has greased pans for every pumpkin roll
session we've had, and the beautiful Christmas decorations around the church were all
done under her leadership. She has always been willing to help in any way, with a
Held on Wednesday’s at 11:00am cheerful smile on her face. She will be greatly missed by all, especially the Bizarre

) ) ) Bazaar Susters. Until that time comes, we wish her peace and comfort and send her
We will be offering an Advent Bible Study based on the book “Because of LOTS of love.

. . ’
Bethlehem’ Love is Born, Hope is Here by Max Lucado. Thank you again for all of your help this year. [t means so much to all of us.

A synopsis of the book states: An incredible gift can arrive in an unremarkable Wishing you a Very Merry Christmas!
package. That’s what happened at Christmas! Lucado helps you rekindle your
connection to Christ’s last hope; lay down your to-do list and receive what
Jesus did; and heal your heartache by embracing the God who’s always near
you, for you, and in you.
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Everstand (formerly the Board of Child Care) is a comprehensive, multi-faceted regional ministry that seeks
to bring healing and wholeness to children and families. While its name changed in 2024, it continues to be
a beacon of hope. Each year, Everstand turns to its United Methodist roots, inviting partners in ministry like
you to help ensure that every child in its care can experience the joy and wonder of Christmas.

In 1874, Thomas Kelso, at age 93, founded the Kelso Home for Girls in Baltimore, creating an orphanage
that became the foundation for what is now the Everstand campus in Randallstown. In 1954, Methodists be-
gan the Red Stocking campaign, empowering Methodist children to collect dimes for the orphans. That first
year, 60,000 stockings were gathered across Maryland.

Today, Everstand walks alongside youth and families facing tremendously difficult circumstances. Many chil-
dren and teens have endured emotional, physical, and psychological trauma and carry deep wounds of
abandonment and loss. Everstand’s mission is to surround them with safety, compassion, and support so
that they may experience joy, connection, and a sense of belonging, especially during the holiday season.

Each young person at Everstand thoughtfully creates a holiday wish list, totaling approximately $150. When
you sponsor a wish list, your monetary contribution allows staff to purchase exactly what a child has re-
quested, giving them a tangible reminder that they are seen, valued, and loved. It also gives the gift of au-
tonomy, an intangible that is often absent from the lives of the vulnerable.

In order to fulfill these wishes, monetary gifts are needed by Friday, December 5. You may give online by
visiting everstand.org/christmas and following the instructions for the Christmas Gift Sponsorship program,
or by mailing checks to:

Everstand

Attn: Development Office
3300 Gaither Road
Baltimore, MD 21244

Please write “Christmas Drive” on the memo line so that your gift is properly credited. Details on additional
ways you can give are available at everstand.org/christmas.

This Christmas, you have the opportunity to give the gift of belonging, wholeness, and hope. On behalf of
the children, youth, and families whose lives will be brightened by your generosity, thank you for giving as
you are able and for standing with Everstand in this vital ministry.

Blessings and peace,

Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling
Baltimore-Washington and Peninsula-Delaware Episcopal Area

The United Methodist Church

Christmas outreach at Sandy Mount - 2025

The Giving Treeis Sandy Mount's method of delivering Christiwas Outreach. The idea behind it is to

provide you with choices about where you want to direct your help, without making you feel pressured that
something new is being asked every time you turn around. The “Omaments” on the tree represent items
that we are collecting to support the following charities this Christmas:

@ Sé?nﬁymmfnf Eﬁementﬁrg School
@ Sﬁm-ﬁ’g Mount UMC Food P;?mff’é;
® Carvoll County Veterans Independcnce Pr.@f?f&f (viP)

Select an “ornament” or “ornaments” from the <;iving Treslocated in the Narthex. Purchase the item(s)
requested and place your unwrapped donation in the designated box located under the tree. “Ornaments”
can be returned to the collection box by the tree so that they can be used again.

We are sponsoring 3 families at Sandlymount Elementary School (SES) this year, and Heather Wray

will be providing a detailed sign-up sheet of items needed, which will be located either in the Narthex or
main hallway. Please sign up for the item(s) you are willing to provide. They should be returned wrapped
with a note indicating the family and child that they are for. The sign-up sheet will indicate the due date
and where they should be placed. Please see Heather if you have any questions about how .S &5 works.,

We are collecting non-perishable food items for our 7zed PANLYY. This is an on-going need, and since the
Food Pantry is onsite, there is no due date. “Ornaments” represent items that are most needed.

VPis in need of toiletry and other items for the Veterans that they serve. See the ornaments on the tree or
grab a VP Christmas Wish Listto take with you next time you head to the store. We are also collecting
items for their coffee station. Please have donations in by December 14™ so they can be delivered to /7

well before Christmas.

The “envelopes” on the tree provide an opportunity to offer financial support without having to go out and shop
for something. Money can be designated to purchase gifts for .S £.< families, items for the Food PAntrys;
gifts for V7, or for General Owtreach to be used where needed. Just indicate how you would like your

donation to be directed, enclose cash, or check payable to SMUMC, and place the envelope in the offering
plate on Sunday morning, give to Kara Urban, or place in the office in-box. (note: if you are paying by check
please indicate in the comment area how you want the money directed so we can be sure the counters
accurately reflect what your wishes are.)

£

Your generosity is greatly appreciated.
If you have any questions regarding Chiristmas Outreach, please see

Kara Urban.

giving tree vine article - december 2025 11/15/2025



https://uaaejppab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uslTbXZFQeyQ-UktQf3Ja2VqV7COsO8_ggPW4gUnu-RllxsA2uMymzRyu7vvi2vgcTU5-4XQ_n-nT_mLJ89FDeSsPNGGbeqg_byRpPbCj-cFBNPsFOTVY04R-ibrbL7PCdfO6ri2Uizts7LA-vi7qpJ-NUDC-yeXwvkJe0oCin3v6bzw4gMDyA==&c=PZHKNf05ilQ08Vr1gW7H_so3tjb6Yyb
https://uaaejppab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001uslTbXZFQeyQ-UktQf3Ja2VqV7COsO8_ggPW4gUnu-RllxsA2uMymzRyu7vvi2vgcTU5-4XQ_n-nT_mLJ89FDeSsPNGGbeqg_byRpPbCj-cFBNPsFOTVY04R-ibrbL7PCdfO6ri2Uizts7LA-vi7qpJ-NUDC-yeXDJQoKUxjUPThQO0-HSdCNQ==&c=PZHKNf05ilQ08Vr1gW7H_so3tjb6Yyb
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Wreaths Across America
Saturday, December 13th at 12:00 noon

Sandy Mount Cemetery

Everyone from Sandy Mount is invited to attend the dedication
ceremony and wreath laying to honor the 88 veterans buried at
Sandymount Cemetery. Those attending the dedication ceremony
are urged to help lay the wreaths on the veteran’s gravesites.

Any veterans wishing to participate in the ceremony, please con-
tact Tom Poe at 443-881-4599.

Everybody can purchase a wreath to honor a veteran. Please use
the order form included and mail to Babylon Vault, our country
wide sponsor. The cost for each wreath is $17.00, please order
more than one. Your contribution is 100% tax deductible.

Join Us to Honor Our Veterans

Click the link below to access the order form. There will
also be paper order forms in the back of the sanctuary

Wreaths Across America Order Form
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Please make checks payableto ~ Wreaths Across America and mail to:
Wreaths Across America

c/o Babylon Vault Company
925 Wakefield Valley Road
New Windsor, MD 21776

Babylon Vault Company and Wreaths Across America would like to  ank ‘f‘}i%-,rﬂc for your
wreath sponsorship.

made a donation of $ to
Wreaths Across America of Columbia Falls, Maine.

Date: Wreaths Across America is a 501(c)(3) organization

Contributions are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law. You should always consult a tax professional.



file:///C:/Users/Sandymount UMC/OneDrive/Documents/Current/VINE/Vine 2025/September Vine/Wreath order form 2025.pdf

