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Mission Statement 
The mission of Sandy Mount 
UMC is to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the 
transformation of the World. 

(Matthew 22:37-39;28:19-20) 

Sandy Mount United Methodist Church 
2101 Old Westminster Pike 
Finksburg, MD 21048 
Email: Sandymtumc@comcast.net  
Website: Sandymountumc.com 
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Message from Pastor Bob Wellman 
Dear Church Family, 

As the calendar turns its page to a new year, 2026 stands before us like a blank 

canvas, full of fresh possibilities and the promise of God’s enduring faithfulness. 

The past year held its share of victories and challenges, joys and sorrows, but 

through it all, our God has been steadfast and true. His mercies never come to 

an end; they are new every morning. Great is His faithfulness! Many of us ap-

proach a new year with resolutions for self-improvement—health goals, new 

habits, or better routines. These are well and good, but the new year offers us an 

even deeper invitation: to embrace the new creation we are in Christ. This isn’t 

about striving for perfection on our own, but about inviting God to work in us, 

transforming our hearts and minds [2 Corinthians 5:17]. As we step into 2026, I 

invite you to join me in focusing on three key principles for our journey ahead: 

Trust in God’s Plan: We often lean on our own understanding and plans, but 

Proverbs 3:5-6 reminds us to “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not 

on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make 

your paths straight”. Let’s hold our plans with open hands this year, trusting that 

God’s plans for us are for welfare and a future filled with hope, not harm. Em-

brace a Spirit of Renewal: God specializes in new beginnings. The prophet Isai-

ah proclaims, “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am do-

ing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in 

the wilderness and streams in the wasteland”. Let go of past failures or regrets 

and anticipate the new work God wants to do in and through you. Walk in Love 

and Purpose: The essence of our calling is to love God and love others. As you 

consider your intentions for the year, ask, “What kind of person do I hope to be-

come by the end of 2026?”. The answer should reflect the fruits of the Spirit: 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self

-control. This year, let’s replace a frantic pace with a calm faith, and loud anxie-

ties with the quiet peace found in God’s presence. To support our spiritual 

growth, I encourage you to embrace simple, consistent practices: Pray daily. En-

gage regularly with God’s Word through a Bible study or personal meditation. 

Prioritize corporate worship and fellowship within our church community. May 

2026 be a year where you grow deeper roots, take braver steps, and discover 

more of God’s goodness in every unfolding day. We don’t walk this path alone; 

God goes before us, and He will never leave us nor forsake us. 

Wishing you a blessed and purpose-filled New Year, 

Pastor Bob 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

   1 

 

2 3 

4 

9:00am-Sunday 
School 

10:00am—
Communion Ser-
vice 

5 

 

6 

 

7 

7:00pm-
Wednesday 
Nights at the 
Church 

8 9 

 

10 

 

11 

9:00am-Sunday 
School 

10:00am—Service 

 

12 

 

13 

 

14 

3:00pm– Bingo 
Country Acres 
Outreach 

7:00pm-
Wednesday 
Nights at the 
Church 

 

15 

5:00pm-Food 
Giveaway 

16 

 

17 

 

18 

9:00am-Sunday 
School 

10:00am—Service 

 

19 

 

20 

 

21 

7:00pm-
Wednesday 
Nights at the 
Church 

22 

 

23 

6:00pm- Mes-
sage & Singing 
Country Acres 
Outreach 

24 

25 

9:00am-Sunday 
School 

10:00am—Service  

26 

 

27 

 

28 

12:00pm–Book 
Club   

7:00pm-
Wednesday 
Nights at the 
Church 

29 

 

30 

 

 

31 

Articles 
due for 

February 
Vine  

Last Day 
for 

February 
Altar 

Flowers 
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3 

Stephanie Geordt 

4 

Mumford 

5 

Allison Tesch 

11 

Malcolm Gerrard 

13 

Katie McDonough 

14 

Dana Mangano 

January Birthdays 

18 

Dan Davis 

21 

Alex von Gunten 

Mabel Wachter 

Scott Gill 

22 

Jill Centofanti 

23 

Adam White 

Thomas Poe 

26 

Lottie Tiahrt 

28 

Ginny Schrider 

Isabella Centofanti 

29 

Amber Scobie 

31 

Riley Morseberger 

Jeremiah 29:11 

“For I know the plans I have for you” 
declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you 
and not to harm you, plans to give you 

hope and a future”   
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Protecting the youth and vulnerable adults that we serve in all of our 
programs, including our Outreaching Missions, is of utmost im-
portance here at Sandy Mount UMC.  Therefore, we are required to 
ask that all volunteers complete Abuse Awareness Training annually 
and submit to a bi-annual background check through the MinistrySafe 
website (www.safetysystem/ministrysafe.com.)  

Please send your email address to Katie McDonough, Trustee Chair, 
at jkmcdonough@aol.com or text to (410) 404-3217 for your initial ac-
cess if you would like to volunteer at any event or program here at 
SMUMC.  Renewals requests will be sent to you each year.  Thank 
you so much for your willingness to serve! 

We have brought back Sunday School! We are offering an 
adult class and a children’s class. Anyone can join! Sunday 
School is 9:00am before service.  

Adult Class– will be with Doug Brooks or Pastor Wellman 

Children’s Class– will be with Mark Young 

If you are interest please reach  
out to the church office. 
(410)861-5788 

http://www.safetysystem/ministrysafe.com
mailto:jkmcdonough@aol.com
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Please know that we are in NEED of donation's 

for our food pantry. It is important that we 

keep the food pantry stocked to help those in 

need in our community. We accept non perish-

able foods. The drop off area is in the closet 

across from the church office, or donations 

can be put directly in the food pantry. You can 

also make a monetary donation that can be 

placed in our offering. If you have any ques-

tions, please contact the Office Administrator.  

We serve the residents by leading craft activities, organizing bingo games, 
and offering a monthly worship service with singing and a message. Our 

ministry dates are noted on the calendar in this newsletter. 

If you have any questions, contact Audrey Boyle at 240-593-6462. 

Please mark your calendar!   

 

If you have any shoes or clothing items 

to donate, please drop them in the large 
bin located in our church parking lot. 

The bin is emptied monthly by the St. 
Vincent de Paul Society. Because of our 
effort to help their program, they do-

nate $50 each month to SMUMC.  

Word Search 

D U M P S V F F D U 

F E W M O N Q O I N 

R Y V G R I B C Q R 

E U G W I R Z U P  

S W Q Z Q O W S D Y 

H D N G O A L O R E 

C N O P O I X E M A 

R E S T A R T O Q R 

D W B C H E I R X Q 

J K C J F X T Q C B 

Look for these words: 

restart           fresh           focus 

goal               year            new 
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We helped with a special visit from Santa 
for the Y Chipmunk students. 

The ugly sweater winners from our Lessons and Carols Service!  
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mailto:Mcrull@westminsterrescuemission.org
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Altar Flowers   $50 for 2 vases 

Payment Policy: Please put your check along with a note stating the date you are dedicating 
flowers for the altar. This will clarify where the money is to be credited for the counters.   

Flower Dedication: Please let Rebecca know the Monday before the flowers are given. 
Please leave the dedication form in the Secretary mailbox, email or call.  

January 19 is the last day to sign up for February Dedication. 

January                       February                 March 

4th— Ernie & Sue Ogle       1st—Still Needed           1st— Still Needed 

11th— Closed                    8th—Steve Boyle            8th—Still Needed 

18th— Closed                    15th—Still Needed         15th—Still Needed 

25th— Ginny & Phil           22nd—Bev Markline        22nd—Still Needed 

                                                                            29th—Still Needed 

When taking your flowers please leave the sleeves for the next week and use a plastic bag to transfer 
your flowers home. Care should be taken so that the altar cloths do not get drip marks on them. 
Please remove the sleeves and carry them to the back of the sanctuary before placing the flowers in 
your bag. Empty the water in the vases on the parking lot then return the sleeves to the vases on the 
altar. TIP: Large zip-lock bags work really well. Thank you. 
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January 7 - 7:00pm 

“Genie” 

 

January 14 - 7:00pm 

“The Princess Bride” 

 

January 21 - 7:00pm 

“The Most Reluctant Convert” 

 

January 28  - 7:00pm 

“Hidden Figures” 


