February
Worship Schedule

2/1 10:00am Communion Service
2/8, 2/15, 2/22 10:00am Service
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Inside this
issue:

The Vine

February 2026

As we approach this season of Lent for 2026, | have started to
ponder the reasons why we love Jesus’ teachings so much. It is
the parables and the stories He uses to illustrate for us His in-
struction for our lives. Our theme for this coming Lenten season
here at Sandy Mount United Methodist Church is “Why Did Jesus
Have to Die?” That’s the same theme of the book by the same
name for our Bible Study during Lent. Make this year’s Lenten sea-
son a time to capture the wonder and ﬁower of reading God’s
Word and apply it to our lives and our hearts. Get started during
this 40-day season of the contemplation of Jesus Holy Words found
in the New Testament and how it can search us inwardly in order
to affect us outwardly. Use the great instruction Jesus gives us in
Matthew 6 as He teaches about giving, praying, fasting, money
and how we handle the constant problem of worry in our lives.
Lent is a time of contemplation and of discipline. A time for re-
pentance and to hope. Of Christ’s journey and sacrifice on the
Cross, taking our sin, doubt, and shame with Him to display His
forgiveness and love for us. Jesus’ ministry on earth was filled

with lessons on how to live our lives. Following the Gospel of
John, shows us that our giving, our serving, and our spiritual disci-
pline start with an inward journey and that our motives to do
these things be pure. Of givin% and serving the Lord for sheer joy
and not for any outward or selfish reasons. This type of Godly liv-
ing cannot be found in any self-help book or motivational speech,
but by the Word of God. As we delve into His Holy Word, we can
learn how to be holy, and not just “seem holﬁ. ?

This 40-day discipline of reading and researching our Bible and
finding true meaning starts with our yearning to change and to
grow. Deep and profound faith in the Lord Jesus comes from the
inside, out. Our willin%ness to serve, to pray, to fast, to give gen-
erously, and trusting the Lord with every detail of our lives is an
inside job. When we adopt these spiritual disciplines and keep and
dedicate them for the audience of God and God alone, between
you and God, they can become the source of great power, joy, and
genuine devotion. When they are used for status or show, the% be-
come the hypocritical tools of evil and can undo our relationship
with God.

| look forward to taking this inner journeE/ with you during Lent
and sharing in the joy of our outward walk together, towards the
cross. | pray this Lenten season will be the most meaningful and

life changing of your lifetime.

Pastor Bob

In Christ,

February
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Matthew 22:37

Jesus replied: “Love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind.”

February Birthdays
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Extra Announcements
Donatlons & Volunteers Needed

We will be holding an easter egg hunt this year. We are
looking for volunteers, candy and plastic egg donations.
If you would like to help with getting this together
please reach out to the office. We will need volunteers
to fill eggs prior to the event, volunteers to sit and
help with crafts, and volunteers to spread the eggs. If
anyone would be interested in volunteering please
reach out to the office.

<
«

A 4

Protecting the youth and vulnerable adults that we serve in all of our
programs, including our Outreaching Missions, is of utmost im-
portance here at Sandy Mount UMC. Therefore, we are required to
ask that all volunteers complete Abuse Awareness Training annually
and submit to a bi-annual background check through the MinistrySafe
website (www.safetysystem/ministrysafe.com.)

Please send your email address to Katie McDonough, Trustee Chair,
at jkmcdonough@aol.com or text to (410) 404-3217 for your initial ac-
cess if you would like to volunteer at any event or program here at
SMUMC. Renewals requests will be sent to you each year. Thank
you so much for your willingness to serve!



http://www.safetysystem/ministrysafe.com
mailto:jkmcdonough@aol.com
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vice Opportunit

Please know that we are in NEED of donation's
. for our food pantry. It is important that we
keep the food pantry stocked to help those in
need in our community. We accept non perish-
able foods. The drop off area is in the closet
across from the church office, or donations
can be put directly in the food pantry. You can
L also make a monetary donation that can be
placed in our offering. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact the Office Administrator.

We serve the residents by leading craft activities, organizing bingo games,
and offering a monthly worship service with singing and a message. Our
ministry dates are noted on the calendar in this newsletter.

If you have any questions, contact Audrey Boyle at 240-593-6462.

Please mark your calendar!

Clothing & Shoes Donations ; 9

If you have any shoes or clothing items
to donate, please drop them in the large
bin located in our church parking lot.
The bin is emptied monthly by the St.
Vincent de Paul Society. Because of our
effort to help their program, they do-
nate $50 each month to SMUMC.
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&® Thanking SMUMC %

We would like to express our deep appreci-
ation to Pastor Bob and those who gave
their time on a Sunday afternoon to come
and carol. Your presence, hugs and sincere
well wishes meant more than words can ad-
equately describe (and the cookies were
Kummy ). Thank you from the bottom of our

earts. We miss our SM family and you
filled our home with joy!

Bill and Joyce Yanke

Thank you so much for the generous gift
card from the church in recognition of my
work on the worship slides. | guess I’'m a
little bit off a geek because | really do en-
joy doing them, and I’m so happy to be
able to do this for the church. Thank you
again.

Love, Kara

FOOD
GIVEAWAY

What:

We will be providing meat, dry and canned goods, and more!

When:

3rd Thursday each month from 5-6pm.

Where:

Sandy Mount United Methodist Church:
2101 Old Westminster Pike, Finksburg.

Rescue
Mission

Note:

Distribution is run in a client
choice format. Please park in the
parking lot, line up for check in.
You will then walk through to se-
lect foods.

¥y

Volunteers will be present to assist
loading items into your vehicles.
Please bring reusable shopping
bags if you have them. Bags will al-
so be provided on site.

In case of inclement weather, we
will resume a drive-thru format.

For more information call or text 443.547.8055 or email
Mcrull®@westminsterrescuemission.org.

Westmins|er


mailto:Mcrull@westminsterrescuemission.org
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Altar Flowers $50 for 2 vases

Payment Policy: Please put your check along with a note stating the date you are dedicating
flowers for the altar. This will clarify where the money is to be credited for the counters.

Flower Dedication: Please let Rebecca know the Monday before the flowers are
Please leave the dedication form in the Secretary mailbox, email or call.

February 16 is the last day to sign up for March Dedication.

given.

Page 15

February March April
1st—Closed 1st— Still Needed 5th—Still Needed

8th—Steve Boyle
15th—Kathy Klinger
22nd—Bev Markline

8th—Still Needed
15th—Still Needed
22nd-Still Needed

29th—Still Needed

12th—Still Needed
19th—Still Needed
26th—Still Needed

When taking your flowers please leave the sleeves for the next week and use a plastic bag to transfer
your flowers home. Care should be taken so that the altar cloths do not get drip marks on them.
Please remove the sleeves and carry them to the back of the sanctuary before placing the flowers in

our bag. Empty the water in the vases on the parking lot then return the sleeves to the vases on the
altar. TIP: Large zip-lock bags work really well. Thank you.

=3
3004 Cluo

Please Join us here at
SMUMC for Book Club!
We are always looking
for new members. We
meet the 4th
Wednesday of each
month at noon. Feel
free to bring your lunch
and chat about the book.

=

Upcoming Meetings
m  Febuary 25
b4 "Phoenix Crown"
by Kate Quinn & Janie Chang
&
March 25
"Heartwood"

by Amity Gaige

In memory of continued...

Our parents: Virginia and Joseph DiNatale and Louis and Ruby Emery.
By Tom and Paula DiNatale

Augustine and Mary Nola
By Becky Gerrard

Donald and June Shauck
By Debbie and Rick Barrick and Charles Shauck

Tom and Melanie Ryan
By Marge and Tom Rosso

Ross and Marlyn Brooks
By Susan Brooks

Her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Harry R. Flohr and his parents Mr. and Mrs. Hubert G. Caple
By David and Peachy Caple

My son; Chad R. Wilson; my parents Clarkson and Roberta Davidson; my husband Richard M.
Wilson Jr.; his parents: Richard M. Wilson Sr. and Virginia Wilson

Larry Meekins and Hunter Atkinson
By Debbi Meekins

My late husband Richard Brown
By Phil and Ginny Schrider

Our parents — Ray and llene Ecker; Hulbert and Elizabeth Schrider
By Phil and Ginny Schrider

Jeff Tesch; Gladys Tesch; and Harvey Tesch.
By Becky and Amy Tesch and Allison Teets

Jim and Pearl Yingling and Kevin Yingling
By Belinda vonGunten
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Poinsettia Dedications

(I would like to apologize that they had been left out of the Christmas bulletin)

In honor of...

Casey and Katie Boyle
By Kara Urban

Kyler Urban
By Kara Urban

Our children and grandchildren; Scott and Cindy Taylor, Colby and Corey; Brian and Lisa Fin-
cham, Annalee and Asher.
By Ronald and Beverly Markline

Our wonderful Grandchildren: Emery, Ryland, Bryce, Ruby, Vinny, Grace, and Priscilla.
By Tom and Paula DiNatale

My grandsons: Ethan R. Wilson and Brody T. Wilson
By Marie Wilson

The Outreach Committee
By Audrey and Steve Boyle February 4 - 7:00pm

“The Samuel Project”
In memory of...

February 11 - 7:00pm
“Fisherman’s Friend”

Earl and Betty Keeter; John and Sonia Urban
By Kara Urban

Our parents, Carol and Pauline Ford; Homer and Marion Markline.

By Ronald and Beverly Markline
February 25 - 7:00pm

TBD

Richard and Viginia Wilson, George Sr. and Mary Klinger
By Kathy Klinger and Family

George Klinger Jr.

There will n ie on February 1 he Ash
By Kathy, Andy and Michelle Klinger, Audrey and Erik Birkhold, and their families ere will not be a Movie o ebrua y 8 due to the As

Wednesday Service.
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We have brought back Sunday School! We are offering an adult class
and a children’s class. Anyone can join! Sunday School is 9:00am be-
fore service.

Adult Class- will be with Doug Brooks
Children’s Class- will be with Mark Young \ﬁ

ﬁ3 ggﬁ

If you are interest please reach
out to the church office.
(410)861-5788

I b I ,4"'
e W T—I

Starts Wednesday, February 25 at 11:00am (runs for 6 weeks)

DID JESUS
HAVJ:ﬁ?Q
T e

We will be studying the book “Why did Jesus Have to Die?” by Adam Hamilton

If you would like to join us there will be a sign-up sheet post on the bulletin
board in the hall or call the office.

Synopsis: The book “Why Did Jesus Have to Die?” by Adam Hamilton delves in-
to the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, exploring the central role it plays in Chris-
tian faith. Hamilton argues that the New Testament offers few clear answers
about how Jesus’ death saves or why it had to happen this way. The author us-
es metaphors such as ransom, sacrifice, reconciliation, and victory, but does
not provide a detailed explanation of how these concepts work or why they
are necessary, Instead, Hamilton suggests that the cross is a living Word from
God meant to transform who we are and how we live.
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WAY TO GO SANDY MOUNT
Continued!

VETERANS INDEPENDENCE PROJECT (VIP):

YOU provided provisions that were delivered by Jenny
Wawrzynski who says they were met with excitement and
gratitude. Director Jason Sidock wants our church to know
that the Day Room we helped them establish has become a
beacon for the vets who visit. It is a place where they feel
comfortable and welcome. Your donations of coffee supplies
over the years have helped establish the vets routine of stop-
ping by for coffee.

Thanks for all you do,
Sandy Mount Outreach Team
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WAY TO GO SANDY MOUNT!

See what you have done for your community during
the 2025 Holiday Season.

GIVING TREE:

YOU provided many items for the Food Pantry.

YOU generously gave provisions to the Veterans Independence Project
(VIP).

YOU donated $1,100 to be used for Christmas outreach.

SANDY MOUNT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL.:
YOU provided Thanksgiving for two families.
YOU provided Christmas gifts for three families.

SANDY MOUNT FOOD PANTRY:
YOU contributed generously to our Food Pantry. Because of your kind-
ness our pantry has been well stocked during the holiday season.

BAZAAR:

YOU worked hard to hold our annual Bazaar which this year profited
$11,634. YOU tithed 10% ($1,163) of that profit to Clearfield Bible Church
to help with their rebuild.

FOOD GIVEAWAY:

Our church joins the Westminster Rescue Mission to provide a food give-
away every third Thursday. The Mission sends a truck filled with meat,
produce, canned goods and various other items. We provide space and
volunteers to help with the distribution of the groceries. During the holi-
days we were able to add to the groceries with the following items pur-
chased with your donated funds.

YOU provided 80 ham slices, 80 pounds of butter and 80 7% gallons of
milk in November.

YOU provided 40 bags of sugar and 40 pounds of butter in December.

(Continued Reading on page 13)
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Upcoming Events

. Drive through ashes at 12:00pm to 1:00pm
« Service at 7:00pm

Palm Sunday
« 10:00am Service

Maundy Thursday
. Service is held at (Deer Park UMC)
More information to come

Good Friday
. 7:00pm Service

Need Volunteers to help at this Service

Easter Egg Hunt
. Saturday April 4th
More information to come

Easter Service
. Sunrise Service with Doug Brooks
« 10:00am Service
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It is time to plan your order for Easter Flowers. Below will be a list of flowers and there prices.
Please follow the details carefully then submit your order form, dedication, and paymentin an
envelope labeled Easter Flowers. A $2.00 delivery fee will be added to your order regardless of
how many plants you order.

Orders are due by March 2 (Late orders can not be honored)

Please indicate the quantity of flowers you want for each item. Total your order and make your
check out to SMUMC labeled Easter Flowers.

4.,5” Mum $6.00 6” Mum $ 11.50
4.5” Hyacinth $6.00 6” Hyacinth $11.50
4.5” Daffodil $6.00 6” Daffodil $11.50
4.5” Tulip $6.00 6” Tulip $11.50

4.5” Gerber Daisy $7.50 6” Easter Lily $15.50

(White Blooms Only)

§7.00 loose bunches of flowers for the outside Cross

$2.00 + =
Delivery + Flower total = Total for your order

Name

(Name for order/your name)

Dedications

Only names will be listed in the bulletin.

In Honor of:

(Name of living person or persons)

In Memory of:

(Name of decease person or persons)

Bill Boyer's Sermons

Bill Boyer’s daughter Joy has created a
website with 10 years worth of Bill Boyers
sermons. They would like them to be ac-
cessed for resources to the congregation.
Attached will be the link to see his ser-
mons.

(You may need to hold ctrl and click the
link to access the link)

https://sites.google.com/view/
bbsermons

We would like to thank Bill and Joy for these
wonderful resources. They will be a wonderful
resource for our congregation and future of
Sandy Mount.

Thank you!
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