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March
Worship Schedule

3/1 10:00am Communion Service
3/8, 3/15, 3/22 10:00am Service
3/29 10:00 Palm Sunday Service
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Inside this
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The Vine
March 2026 ,

Message from Pastor Bob Wellman

The month of March brings with it a special significance for the church. March
means we are in the season of Lent in the church.

Lent is often seen as a season of sacrifice, repentance, and self-examination.
But at its heart, Lent is also a journey of restoration and renewal—a time when
we step away from distractions, face our weaknesses, and open ourselves to the
transformative grace of God.

Jesus in the Wilderness was a model for the Journey we are on in this season of
Lent.

At the start of His public ministry, Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness
for forty days of fasting, prayer, and testing (Matthew 4:1-11). This was not a
time of defeat but of preparation. In solitude, away from the noise of the world,
Jesus faced temptation, strengthened His dependence on the Father, and
emerged empowered for the mission ahead.

Lent invites us to do the same. It is a time to step into our own “wilderness”—not
as a place of despair but as a space where God can restore and renew us.

Lent is a season of restoration when we are encouraged to let go of what weighs
us down. To be restored means to be brought back to wholeness. Like a broken
piece of furniture that needs sanding and refinishing, our souls sometimes need
a season where God smooths away what is worn and damaged.

This restoration begins with letting go—Iletting go of distractions, sin, and any-
thing that dulls our hunger for God. Just as Jesus resisted the devil's tempta-
tions in the wilderness, we are called to surrender anything that competes with
God'’s place in our hearts.

What habits or thoughts need to be removed for your soul to be restored?

What burdens have you been carrying that Jesus is calling you to release?

Lent is a time to lay these things down and allow God’s grace to restore what is
broken.

This is a short period of renewal, a period of drawing closer to God

Jesus emerged from the wilderness stronger, not weaker. His time of fasting and
prayer was not just about deprivation—it was about deepening His dependence
on the Father. Renewal happens when we shift our focus from what we are giv-
ing up to what we are gaining: a closer relationship with Christ.

Renew your mind through Scripture and prayer.

Renew your spirit by practicing silence and solitude.

Renew your love for others through acts of kindness and generosity.

This season is an opportunity to reset, realign, and refresh our faith.

We are walking toward Easter with expectation. Lent is not just about ashes and
mourning; it is a journey toward resurrection and new life. As we strip away dis-
tractions and seek God more fully, He promises to restore our souls and renew
our strength.

May this season be a time where you emerge, like Jesus, empowered by the
Spirit, strengthened in faith, and ready for the new things God has prepared for
you.

Pastor
Bob
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Joel 2:12-13

Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with all
your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with
mourning;

Rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to
the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and re-

lenting from punishment.

March Birthdays

16
13

Protecting the youth and vulnerable
adults that we serve in all of our pro-
grams, including our Outreaching Mis-
sions, is of utmost importance here at
Sandy Mount UMC. Therefore, we are
required to ask that all volunteers com-
plete Abuse Awareness Training annual-
ly and submit to a bi-annual background
check through the MinistrySafe website

(www.safetysystem/ministrysafe.com.)

Please send your email address to Katie
McDonough, Trustee Chair, at
lkmcdonough@aol.com or text to (410)

Ann Marie Reter
Ryan DeGroff
4
Deb Farinholt
11
Edward Geordt
Kara Urban

Brett Harry
Bayley Mumford
14
Wanda Schaeffer
Caryolyn Dinst
15
Adam Geller
Lucinda Blob

Caitlyn Erlichman
George Pittinger
24
Emily Reter
26

Gregory Alexander

Jean DeGroff
31
Jeff McDonough
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404-3217 for your initial access if you
ould like to volunteer at any event or
program here at SMUMC. Renewals re

quests will be sent to you each
year. Thank you so much for your will-
Ingness to serve!
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vice Opportunit

Please know that we are in NEED of donation’s v
® for our food pantry. It is important that we
keep the food pantry stocked to help those in D
need in our community. We accept non perish-
able foods. The drop off area is in the closet X
across from the church office, or donations
can be put directly in the food pantry. You can u
also make a monetary donation that can be
" placed in our offering. If you have any ques- Q
tions, please contact the Office Administrator.
L
We serve the residents by leading craft activities, organizing bingo games, E
and offering a monthly worship service with singing and a message. Our
ministry dates are noted on the calendar in this newsletter. N
If you have any questions, contact Audrey Boyle at 240-593-6462.
Please mark your calendar! T

Clothing & Shoes Donations V

If you have any shoes or clothing items
to donate, please drop them in the large
bin located in our church parking lot.
The bin is emptied monthly by the St.
Vincent de Paul Society. Because of our
effort to help their program, they do-
nate $50 each month to SMUMC.

lucky
fasting

Vine Activity

Look for these words:

clover lent

palm growth
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Thanking SMUMC

Dear Sandy Mount Church Family,

Russ and | are both grateful for
the expressions of sympathy on
the passing of my mother. Each
card, note, or call helped to com-
fort us in our grief. For those of
you who were able to attend the
memorial service we were espe-
cially touched that you wanted to
console us directly and shared
your time to do so. We will be
forever connected through our
love of Jesus Christ to the body
of Christ that is Sandy Mount
UMC.

Love, peace, and comfort to all
as you move forward in the years
ahead,

Connie and Russ Clarke

FOOD e
GIVEAWAY -

What:

We will be providing meat, dry and canned goods, and more!

When:
3rd Thursday each month from 5-6pm.

Where:

Sandy Mount United Methodist Church:
2101 Old Westminster Pike, Finksburg.

Note: L
Distribution is run in a client e
choice format. Please park in the 2

parking lot, line up for check in.
You will then walk through to se- » J

lect foods.

Volunteers will be present to assist
loading items into your vehicles.
Please bring reusable shopping

bags if you have them. Bags will al-
so be provided on site.

In case of inclement weather, we
will resume a drive-thru format.

For more information call or text 443.547.8055 or email
Mcrull®@westminsterrescuemission.org.


mailto:Mcrull@westminsterrescuemission.org
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Altar Flowers $50 for 2 vases

Payment Policy: Please put your check along with a note stating the date you are dedicating
flowers for the altar. This will clarify where the money is to be credited for the counters.

Flower Dedication: Please let Rebecca know the Monday before the flowers are given.
Please leave the dedication form in the Secretary mailbox, email or call.

March 23 is the last day to sign up for April Dedication.

March April May

1st- Closed 5th- Still Needed 3rd- Still Needed
8th- McDonough 12th- Still Needed 10th- Still Needed
15th- Fran Hoffmeister 19th- Still Needed 17th- Still Needed
22nd- Closed 26th- Still Needed 24th- Still Needed
29th- Schrider 31st- Still Needed

When taking your flowers ﬁlease leave the sleeves for the next week and use a plastic bag to transfer
our flowers home. Care should be taken so that the altar cloths do not get drip marks on them.
lease remove the sleeves and carry them to the back of the sanctuary before placing the flowers in
our bag. Empty the water in the vases on the parking lot then return the sleeves to the vases on the

altar. TIP: Large zip-lock bags work really well. Thank you.
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- . | Upcoming Meeti
:))QQK CJ[J}) pcoming Meetings

March 25
Please Join us here at "Heartwood"

SMUMC for Book Club! by Amity Gai

We are always looking y Ay Saige |

for new members. We & L
meet the 4th Ap"l 29 E:ﬁﬁn |

Wednesday of each
month at noon. Feel

“Lula Dean’s Little Library

free to bring your lunch of Banned Books"
and chat about the book. by Kirsten Miller

LN
&

We have a lot of big events coming up and need
our congregations help. If you could help in any
way it would be much appreciated. The things we
need help with will be listed below.

Pancake Supper-

Donations of Syrup and Butter. (Ask Bev
or Mark What may be needed)

Good Friday-
We need 14 readers for this Service

aster Egg Hunt-
Donations of Plastic Easter Eggs and Can-
dy.

Volunteers to help fill eggs with candy
prior to event, spread eggs day of and
help at craft table day of.

Page 15
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Community Tables

Grateful for the Spirit which leads people to
serve—March 26 Community Table Meal 9:30am-
lpm Meal served at 12pm.

The Sandy Mount Community Table Team will
be serving a meal on Thursday, March 26, 2026.
Our team is smaller these days, six, but we still are
managing to serve our meal for those in need.
There were 18 meals served by my other team
which met in February.

If you would like to help we would welcome
you with open hearts. If you would want to come
and have lunch we would welcome you with open March 4 - 7:00pm
arms. Our menu has changed. We are now serving TBD
Oven Baked Chesapeake Chicken, Crisp Tossed
Salad, Fresh Fruit Salad, and Cornbread. There are
assorted desserts sent from Martin’s Grocery.

March 11 - 7:00pm

TBD
Please support Community Table and the
teams that serve by praying for their continued March 18 - 7:00pm
health and wellbeing so they can be the hands and TBD

feet of Christ. Pray for our clients who come to us

for a variety of circumstances. Thank you. March 25 - 7:00pm

TBD
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We have brought back Sunday School! We are offering an adult class
and a children’s class. Anyone can join! Sunday School is 9:00am be-
fore service.

Adult Class- will be with Doug Brooks

Children’s Class- will be with Mark Young

ﬁ:‘% | I ! | i i I |I I
If you are interest please reach f%»@?& | | | _.l
out to the church office. ARE,
(410)861-5788 e

Starts Wednesday, February 25 at 11:00am (runs for 6 weeks)

We will be studying the book “Why did Jesus Have to Die?” by Adam Hamilton

If you would like to join us there will be a sign-up sheet post on the bulletin
board in the hall or call the office.

Synopsis: The book “Why Did Jesus Have to Die?” by Adam Hamilton delves in-
to the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, exploring the central role it plays in Chris-
tian faith. Hamilton argues that the New Testament offers few clear answers
about how Jesus’ death saves or why it had to happen this way. The author us-
es metaphors such as ransom, sacrifice, reconciliation, and victory, but does
not provide a detailed explanation of how these concepts work or why they
are necessary, Instead, Hamilton suggests that the cross is a living Word from
God meant to transform who we are and how we live.
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101 Old Westminster Pike
fimksburg MD 21048
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Upcoming Events

Pancake Supper L 37 |
. March 23, 4:00pm-7:00pm ’ I
Donations of Syrup and Butter Needed =2

Palm Sunday
« March 29, 10:00am Service
. Egg Dyeing & Potluck

Maundy Thursday
. Service is held at (Deer Park UMC)
More information to come

Good Friday
« April 3, 7:00pm Service
14 Volunteers needed to help at this Service®

Easter Egg Hunt
. Saturday April 4th

Candy & Plastic Eggs Donations needed
Volunteers Needed

Easter Service
. Sunrise Service with Doug Brooks
« 10:00am Service
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Easter Flowers from Sweetbay Farms

It is time to plan your order for Easter Flowers. Below will be a list of flowers and there prices.
Please follow the details carefully then submit your order form, dedication, and paymentin an
envelope labeled Easter Flowers. A $2.00 delivery fee will be added to your order regardless of

how many plants you order.

Orders are due by March 2 (Late orders can not be honored)

Please indicate the quantity of flowers you want for each item. Total your order and make your
check out to SMUMC labeled Easter Flowers.

4.5” Mum $6.00 6” Mum $ 11.50
4.5” Hyacinth $6.00 6” Hyacinth $11.50
4.5” Daffodil $6.00 6” Daffodil $11.50
4.5” Tulip $6.00 6” Tulip $11.50

4.5” Gerber Daisy $7.50 6” Easter Lily $15.50

(White Blooms Only)
§7.00 loose bunches of flowers for the outside Cross

$2.00 + =

Delivery + Flower total = Total for your order

Name

(Name for order/your name)

Dedications

Only names will be listed in the bulletin.

In Honor of:

(Name of living person or persons)

In Memory of:

(Name of decease person or persons)
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Pot-LLuck Luncheon
¢ Easter-Egg Dying

Piease join us for our ghhuaj gsthering
w0 dye Easter E825 ahd Enjoy &
Fellowship Luncheon together.

Dare: Gunday, March 29
Time: 11:30 am

Locgtion: Feliowship Hall
Bring: * lunch item to share

[se= =sicn-up =heet in hall)

= hard-boiled egos to dye




